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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 , The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "said drill drive mechanism" in lines 1 and 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1,2,4-7,9-12,14-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Hurt 724. Hurt 724 shows in Figures 1-3 a drill press assembly (10) comprising 
a rotating drill chuck having an opening to receive a drill bit and a bottom for supporting the drill 
bit wherein the opening is elevated above the bottom, an extendable stand/brace (14,26) having 
a first member (14) and a second member (26) being received within the first member for 
elevating the drill chuck (col. 4, lines 44-49) between a first height (retracted position) and a 
second height (extended position) being higher than the first height relative to the ground, and 
an actuator (16,18,20,21,22,23,24,25,36) comprising a lever (24) for creating an upward force to 
the drill chuck. Hurt 724 shows the stand/brace having a foot (12) pivotable relative to the 
stand (col. 4, lines 55-60). Hurt 724 shows a method of drilling comprising supporting the drill 
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bit from a mechanical ground support (stand/brace), orienting a drill bit to drill in an upwards 
direction with respect to the ground along a drill axis, elevating the drill bit through the 
mechanical ground support along the drill axis from a lower elevation at a first height to a higher 
elevation at a second height with . respect to the ground and rotating the drill bit about the drill 
axis (col. 4, lines 44-49 and col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 7). 

Claims 1,2,4-7.9-12,14-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Bullock '110. Bullock '110 shows in Figures 1-5 a drill press assembly 
comprising a rotating drill chuck (12) having an opening to receive a drill bit (13) and a bottom 
for supporting the drill bit wherein the opening is elevated above the bottom, an extendable 
stand/brace (31,32,33) having a first member (33) and a second member (32) being received 
within the first member for elevating the drill chuck (col. 2, lines 41-51) between a first height 
(retracted position) and a second height (extended position) being higher than the first height 
relative to the ground, and an actuator (41-54) comprising a lever (54) for creating an upward 
force to the drill chuck. Bullock '110 shows the stand/brace having a foot (Fig. 5) pivotable 
relative to the stand (col. 2, line 51 through col. 3, line 10). Bullock '110 shows a method of 
drilling comprising supporting the drill bit from a mechanical ground support (stand/brace), 
orienting a drill bit to drill in an upwards direction with respect to the ground along a drill axis, 
elevating the drill bit through the mechanical ground support along the drill axis from a lower 
elevation at a first height to a higher elevation at a second height with respect to the ground and 
rotating the drill bit about the drill axis (col. 3, line 38 through col. 3, line 55). 

Claims 1,2,4,5,7-12.14 and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by DE 4028972. DE 4028972 shows in Figures 1-4 a drill press assembly 
comprising a pneumatic drill (8) having a chuck (18) having an opening to receive a drill bit (25) 
and a bottom for supporting the drill bit wherein the opening is elevated above the bottom, an 
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extendable stand/brace (2,3) having a first member (2) and a second member (3) being 
received within the first member for elevating the drill chuck between a first height (retracted 
position) and a second height (extended position) being higher than the first height relative to 
the ground, and an actuator (5,6) comprising a lever (6) for creating an upward force to the drill 
chuck. DE 4028972 shows a method of drilling comprising supporting the drill bit from a 
mechanical ground support (stand/brace), orienting a drill bit to drill in an upwards direction with 
respect to the ground along a drill axis, elevating the drill bit through the mechanical ground 
support along the drill axis from a lower elevation at a first height to a higher elevation at a 
second height with respect to the ground and rotating the drill bit about the drill axis. 

Claims 1-5,7,9-14,16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by JP 07186136. JP 07186136 shows in Figure 1 a drill press assembly comprising 
a rotating drill chuck having an opening to receive a drill bit and a bottom for supporting the drill 
bit wherein the opening is elevated above the bottom, an extendable stand/brace (1,2) having a 
first member (1) and a second member (2) being received within the first member for elevating 
the drill chuck (abstract) between a first height (retracted position) and a second height 
(extended position) being higher than the first height relative to the ground, and an actuator 
(recesses and projections on 2, gear 3 and handle) comprising a rack (recesses and projections 
on 2), a pinion (3) and a lever for creating an upward force to the drill chuck. JP 07186136 
shows a method of drilling comprising supporting the drill bit from a mechanical ground support 
(stand/brace), orienting a drill bit to drill in an upwards direction with respect to the ground along 
a drill axis, elevating the drill bit through the mechanical ground support along the drill axis from 
a lower elevation at a first height to a higher elevation at a second height with respect to the 
ground and rotating the drill bit about the drill axis (col. 4, lines 44-49 and col. 4, line 63 through 
col. 5, line 7). 
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Claims 1-5.7,9-14.16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lupear '509. Lupear '509 shows in Figures 1-4 a drill press assembly comprising 
a rotating drill chuck having an opening to receive a drill bit and a bottom for supporting the drill 
bit wherein the opening is elevated above the bottom, an extendable stand/brace (16.26) having 
a first member (26) and a second member (16) being received within the first member (col. 2, 
lines 64-65) for elevating the drill chuck between a first height (retracted position) and a second 
height (extended position) being higher than the first height relative to the ground, and an 
actuator (32,34,36) comprising a rack (32), a pinion (34) and a lever (36) for creating an upward 
force to the drill chuck. Lupear '509 shows a method of drilling comprising supporting the drill 
bit from a mechanical ground support (stand/brace), orienting a drill bit to drill in an upwards 
direction with respect to the ground along a drill axis, elevating the drill bit through the 
mechanical ground support along the drill axis from a lower elevation at a first height to a higher 
elevation at a second height with respect to the ground and rotating the drill bit about the drill 
axis (col. 4. lines 44-49 and col. 4, line 63 through col. 5, line 7). 

3. Any inquiry concerning the content of this communication from the examiner should be 
directed to Michael W. Talbot, whose telephone number is 571-272-4481. The examiner's 
office hours are typically 8:30am until 5:00pm, Monday through Friday. The examiner's 
supervisor, Mr. Boyer D. Ashley, may be reached at 571-272-4502. 
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In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, group 3720 is encouraging 
FAXing of responses to Office Actions directly into the Group at FAX number 571-273-8300. 
This practice may be used for filling papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing 
papers, which require a fee, by applicants who authorize charges to a USPTO deposit account. 
Please identify Examiner Michael W. Talbot of Art Unit 3722 at the top of your cover sheet. 
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